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2015 TENTATIVE MEETINGS, SCHEDULE & 

LOCATION 

Winter General Meeting  

Green Bay Distillery in Green Bay 

January 8, 2015   5:15 pm Social     

6:00pm Dinner/Mtg 

Winter Board Meeting  SkyView Club in 

Kaukauna, WI 

February 12, 2015   6:00pm Social     

6:45pm Dinner/Mtg 

 

Spring General Meeting Liberty Hall in Kimberly 

April 9, 2015     6pm Social    

6:45pm Dinner/Mtg  

 

Spring Board Meeting  Mackinaw’s in Green Bay 

May 14, 2015    6pm Social   

6:45pm Dinner/Mtg  

 

Summer Golf/Trap Outing Thornberry Creek GC in Ho-

bart 

July 9, 2015    6pm Social   

6:45pm Dinner/Mtg  

 

Summer Board Meeting Lipsky’s  in Dyckesville 

August 13, 2015   6pm Social     

6:45pm Dinner/Mtg 

 

Fall General Meeting Safari’s Steakhouse in Hobart 

October 15, 2015   6pm Social     

6:45pm Dinner/Mtg 

 

Fall Board Meeting The Heiting Place in Little 

Chute 

November 12, 2015   6pm Social     

6:45pm Dinner/Mtg 

 

Winter General Meeting Swan Club in De Pere 

January 7, 2016   5:15 pm Social     

6:00pm Dinner/Mtg     
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2015 Chapter Representatives 
President - Paul Nordwig 

President Elect - Aaron Ballast 

Director - Troy Hewitt 

Past President - Jim Sehloff 

Secretary\Treasurer - Tom Leslie - 920-448-4495 

Newsletter Editor - Steve Bieda - 920-434-9670 

NE Chapter Rep—Rick Vangoethem 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter newsletter online  

update….. 

The electronic version of the newsletter 

has been working great. Please let me 

know if any questions arise.  

The Website is up and in working order. 

Currently we have 90% of our members 

receiving the newsletter by e-mail . If 

you would like to sign up for the elec-

tronic newsletter email me at 

sbieda@mau-associates.com 

Visit us at - www.wsls-nec.org 

 

Steve Bieda - Newsletter Editor 

 

Newsletter 

Online? 

2015 WSLS OFFICERS: 

 Jeff DeMuth  

President  

 Rick A Van Goethem 

WSLS Rep. 

 Lisa M. Van Horn 

NSPS Governor 
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     PRESIDENTS MESSAGE: 
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See you at Liberty Hall Banquet  & Conference Center, April 9th, 2015 

 
Paul Nordwig 
Chapter President 
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~ GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING ~ 

The Northeast Wisconsin Chapter of the Wisconsin Society of Land Surveyors 

Attitude adjustment is at 6:00 pm and Dinner is at 6:45 pm Dinner will cost $20.00 

If you plan on attending the meeting please RSVP so we can get an accurate count for  the meal. 

Tom Leslie Secretary\Treasurer (920)448-4495 leslie_tl@co.brown.wi.us 

 Paul Nordwig—paul.nordwig@omnni.com President  (920) 735-6900  

 

 

Liberty Hall Banquet & Conference Center 

800 Eisenhower Dr. Kimberly, WI 54136 
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2015 Winter Board of Directors Meeting—Meeting minutes continued 
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Land Surveying in Ancient Times: Greece, Rome & Egypt 
 

Although today land surveying often makes use of GPS, computer models, and other recent technical develop-

ments, the profession of surveying actually dates back centuries. Evidence of surveying techniques can be found 

throughout much of recorded history. In fact, land surveying principles date back nearly as far as the idea of land 

ownership. As soon as individuals or groups owned specified areas of land, there was a need to describe or delin-

eate who owned what, particularly to solve land disputes. This is where land surveying came in, although of 

course today land surveying is utilized for many other purposes too. 

  

Ancient Egyptian surveying activities were particularly modern for their time period. When the Nile River over-

flowed its banks, washing out the existing boundaries between farms, these boundaries were re-established 

through the use of simple geomet-

rical concepts by a surveyor. In this 

time, surveyors were known as 

rope stretchers because the meas-

uring device they used was a knot-

ted rope. 

  

Other examples of ancient Egyp-

tian surveying prowess can be 

seen in the Great Pyramid of Giza. 

Built around 2700 BC, the pyramid 

exhibits nearly perfect squareness 

and a north-south orientation. De-

spite its massive size, its orienta-

tion and squareness are each off 

by only a matter of inches. The 

Egyptian land register, created around 3000 BC, is the first known land ownership record. This record showed the 

owners of various areas of land and also recorded the locations of this land. Surveys such as those used to create 

the land register were based on geometry, as well as declarations by landowners of the believed boundaries of 

their land. 

  

In ancient Babylon around 1200 BC, a limestone tablet known as the Babylonian Kudurru was inscribed and set in 

the land. This boundary stone, the earliest known example of one, held the description of the property, the name 

of the surveyor and the owner, and the ownership history. This stone also contained lengthy curses for anyone 

who would deny the owner’s right to the land or move the stone. This early tablet represents one of today’s land 

surveying methods, which is the placing of a boundary stone or other marker at the corner of the property. 

  

By 500 BC, the Greeks had adopted many Egyptian surveying techniques. It is known that mathematicians includ-

ing Thales and Pythagoras traveled to Egypt to study geometry, returning to impart their knowledge on mathemati-

cians and surveyors in Greece. In Greece, legendary figures, including Aristotle, Plato, and Archimedes made the 

city of Alexandria a great center of science, surveying, and related endeavors. 

  
The Roman Empire is another civilization noted for its land surveying prowess. The Romans established land sur-

veying as an official profession; land surveyors in this time were known as agrimensores. From the first century 

AD, agrimensores in Rome were known for creating perfect straight lines and right angles. These lines would be 

used to dig shallow trenches, some of which are still in existence to this day. Many Roman surveying methods 

were based on those used in ancient Egypt and Greece. Some surveying tools have been uncovered at the site of 

Pompeii, covered in ash in the year 79 AD.  Although ancient maps and land surveys were much less accurate 

than today’s, it is quite impressive that they were created without the use of GPS and other sophisticated technol-

ogies. 
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T H E  N O R T H E A S T  W I S C O N S I N  C H A P T E R  O F  T H E  W I S C O N S I N  S O C I E T Y  

O F  L A N D  S U R V E Y O R S  

-  A P R I L  1 ,  2 0 1 5  M E M B E R S H I P  R O S T E R  -  
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The Northeast Wisconsin Chapter of the Wisconsin Society of Land 

Surveyors 

2015 Sponsor A Student Meal Program 

 
Sponsorships are for a free meal at any of the 4 Quarterly Northeast Chapter General Meetings. Any student or 

person interested in the profession is eligible. If you have someone that would like to participate, please bring him 

or her along to the next meeting. 

Thank you to all who participated in the  past 9 years, it has been a 

HUGE success! 

 

We are again asking for your support in sponsoring student meals in 2013 and beyond. Your donation will encourage students 

(and potential employees) to take an interest in the surveying industry and perhaps Chapter involvement. 

 

--  Please fill out form below as you would like to be acknowledged for your free meal donation-- 

Date: ___________ 

 

Name: __________________________________________________ 

 

Company:   ______________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number:  (H)________________ (W)___________________    (Fax)____________________ 

 

Email:   __________________________________________________ 

 

S P O N S O R S H I P  F E E :  $ 2 0 . 0 0  P E R  M E A L  

 

I/We would like to sponsor _____ student meals (meals x $20.00)…

 $________ 

 

 

Make checks payable to: The Northeast Chapter of WSLS 

Return to: Tom Leslie - Secretary/Treasurer 

  166 Apple Tree Ct 

  Green Bay, WI  54302 
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Northeast Wisconsin Chapter of the  

Wisconsin Society of Land Surveyors 

~ Past Presidents ~ 



 

T H E  N O R T H E A S T  W I S C O N S I N  

C H A P T E R  O F  T H E  

W I S C O N S I N  S O C I E T Y  O F  

L A N D  S U R V E Y O R S  

 

S U S T A I N I N G  M E M B E R S  
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NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

Steve Bieda 

Mau & Associates, LLP 

400 Security Blvd. 

Green Bay, WI 54313 

Phone 920-434-9670 

E-Mail: sbieda@mau-associates.com 


